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WORLD POWER OR DOWNFALL

LITTLE ENGLAND

Whether the British Commonwealth or Empire as such has a
peculiar and necessary contribution to make to world peace
and order is not a question that answers itself. Dominion inde-
pendence, coupled with the existence of the United Nations, seems
to some people to have made the Commonwealth an anachronism
as a political and defensive concept. Such people admit that a
family it must remain, since none can escape his genealogy, but
a family, they argue, does not necessarily run a family business. To
them, the concept of the Commonwealth is vague and unreal, the
concept of Empire is obsolete; the word Empire they associate
with narrow protectionism, with a selfish capitalism, with ex-
ploitation of weaker peoples, with bombast and flag-wagging, in
the Dominions with a curbing of their new sweet national free-
dom, in the dependent Empire with the thwarting of national
aspirations and with the racial supremacy of the white man. Such
sentiments, it is true, once so popular with those in the United
Kingdom who like to think of themselves as abreast of the times,
went rather out of fashion when members of a Labour Government,
given the practical experience of office, not only praised the British
Commonwealth, but even claimed primacy in zeal for developing
Empire resources. Many British people, however, while having
nothing against the Empire, know of nothing for it that would make
it world while to take any trouble to preserve and develop it.

These people do not often pursue the logic of the Little-England-
ism which they tacitly adopt. Britain without the Empire is a
small European country. Small European countries can be happy
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